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Stavros G. GEORGIOU 


The Byzantine Aristocracy in Cyprus 
during the Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries’ 


The archbishop of Cyprus Nicholas Mouzalon (1107-1110), 
who later became patriarch of Constantinople as Nicholas IV 
(1147-1151), testifies in his apologetic poem on his resignation 
from the archbishopric of Cyprus that in the early twelfth centu- 
ry a merchant ship needed ten days to get from Constantinople 
to Cyprus'. The distance was long and the island had been the 
eastern part of the Byzantine Empire for centuries. However, the 
study of extant sources shows that Cyprus did not differ from 
other Byzantine provinces, neither in its social stratification nor 
in the organization of the social and the economic life. In this 
context an important role was played by the local aristocracy, the 
evidence for which in the eleventh and the twelfth centuries we 
will examine in this paper. 

The survived sources are exiguous, but they offer significant 
testimonies revealing the existence of a local nobility in Cyprus 





“I wish to thank my good friend and colleague Dr. Nicholas Coureas, Senior 
Researcher at Cyprus Research Centre, for his help with the English text. 

! Zriyot NixoAkov uovoxo? roo Movi&Awvoc, Tod yeyovóroc ápyieriokónov Kú- 
7tpov, èv Tfj Mapaithoet aùtod yevóuevo ed. G. Strano, Nicola Muzalone, Carme apo- 
logetico. Introduzione, testo critico, traduzione e note (La Gorgona, 3), Acireale - Roma 
2012, p. 96, 259-273. The duration of voyages at sea depended on the type of vessel, 
the intermediate stations and the weather. See e.g. M.N. Adler, The Itinerary of Ben- 
jamin of Tudela. Critical Text, Translation and Commentary, London 1907, pp. 14-15. 

? See St. G. Georgiou, Mepikéc mapatyproeic yiù thv oikovouía tic KÜmpov 
Kata tiv mepíoóo rv Kouvyvov (1081-1185), "Enetnptsa tod Kévtpou 
"Emiotnpovikóv “Epevvòv 33, 2007, pp. 21-75; Id., H Kimpoc tov IA' kai tov 
IB’ giova: Owes pas Bulavtivijs énapyiac, ’Erempida Kévtpov MeXetàv 
"Iepüc Moviic Kékkov 9, 2010, pp. 129-148. For eleventh and twelfth-century 
Cyprus see also G. Strano, Un esempio di malgoverno nella periferia dell'Impero bi- 
zantino durante il regno di Alessio I: il caso di Cipro, Orpheus N.S. 25, 2004, pp. 83- 
100; E. Malamut, Chypre au XIIe siècle, Exetmmptsa tod Kévtpov 'Eztotnpovikóv 
’Epevv®v 36, 2011-2012, pp. 9-50. 
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in this period and their dominant position and power in the 
Cypriot society before the Frankish conquest in May 1191. 

Niketas Choniates makes an important reference to the local 
aristocracy, when he describes the cruelties inflicted in Cyprus 
by Isaac Doukas Komnenos (1184-1191), who seized the po- 
wer on the island in the second half of 1184, providing false 
imperial documents concerning his appointment. Niketas Cho- 
niates specifically writes about the once prosperous households 
(cùðaíuovas TPONV otkovc) and exalted indigenous nobles 
(nepiAenopévouc adtéyBovac), whom Isaac deprived of their 
property: Kai koítoic dè dbepitor kai QOopoic tapdévov ó 
Tavaroyig kai gÉdyiotog NkoXdotavev obotag TE Omáonc 
tovs eddattovac zpónv otkouc dvuxceuÜbvoc éotépnose kai 
toù y0ég te koi mpdtpita mepifAenouévoug adtéydovag 
kai KATA TO TOADKTHLOV TO "o davtepiltovtag diagpfikev 
dyvpievev Muottovtag kai youvitedovtac, Kad’ ócov TÉOG 
oùk £ypricaxo TH Étper 6 dkpóyoAoc. 

It is clear that the once prosperous households were the By- 
zantine aristocratic oikoi (otKot)‘ and the exalted indigenous no- 
bles were the local Byzantine archontes (&pyovtec) of Cyprus’. 

Saint Neophytos the Recluse refers to this class of local ar- 
chontes in his short but very important text Hepi TOV Katà yopav 
Kürpov oxarðv (De calamitatibus Cypri). There he describes the 
misfortunes of Cyprus due to the tyranny of Isaac Doukas Kom- 
nenos, who forced the rich people to abandon the island, lo- 
sing their wealth and their land: Zéva two Kai óvorikovota tà 
tfi xOpa tabt cupefinkóxa ded, kai vouxüta, cc TÁVTAG 
toc ADTHS tiovotove érua0sc0o1 xAoÓtou ADTAV, AALTPOV 
OiKNUGTOV, cuyyevOv, OiKeTOv, dGvópanóóov, mA(0ouc 





3 Niketas Choniates, Xpowxy dijynors, ed. I.A. van Dieten, Nicetae Choniatae 
Historia (CFHB, XI/1-2), HI, Berolini - Novi Eboraci 1975, I, pp. 291, 41-292, 
58, especially p. 291, 47-52. 

í For the byzantine aristocratic oikos see P. Magdalino, The Byzantine Aristo- 
cratic Oikos, in The Byzantine Aristocracy, IX to XIII Centuries (BAR International 
Series, 221), ed. by M. Angold, Oxford 1984, pp. 92-111 (ch. 6) (= repr. in P. 
Magdalino, Tradition and Transformation in Medieval Byzantium, Variorum Re- 
prints, Aldershot, Hampshire - Brookfield, Vermont 1991, no. II); A. Kazhdan, 
Oikos, in ODB, III, pp. 1517-1518, especially p. 1517; L. Neville, Authority in 
Byzantine Provincial Society, 950-1100, Cambridge 2004, pp. 66 ff. 

5 For the term dipywv in Byzantium see A. Kazhdan, Archon, in ODB, I, p. 
160. 
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zowuwvíov, poukoA(ov, Aakviòv, Bocknudtov maviotov, 
YOPOV otooópov kai xapipópov dpéAov Kai zapaóstoov 
TorkiAmv, Kai ETÀ MOAAHS oxovéfis üxonAc0oat Aó0pa zpóc 
y pac didodaràc kai zpóc tv Bacu.(óa TOV T6AEMv. “Oco dì 
Ot Quyeiv odk toyuoav, tig ikavdc éxcpayoóficot tàs Oye 
adtov, to0c Étaouoóc, TODS ónpooíoug quAakicuoDG, tiv 
ÓAkmv TOV drartovuévov ypnudtov, uéypt YAIGSOV 1óoov 
kai tócov; Tadta dè ovykeyópnto yevéodar dv duaptiag 
Gykov, yrioo 0200 kaiq, tva. tarswolEévtes katatim0duev 
tows ovyyvopunc’. Among those who abandoned the island was 
included a spiritual son of the Saint. He left with his people (oov 
navi TH AAG adtOD) and fled to Constantinople, where Em- 
peror Isaac II Angelos (1185-1195, 1203-1204) honoured him 
with the title of sebastos’. Saint Neophytos refers to the seizure of 
the rich people's wealth by Isaac Doukas Komnenos in another 
passage of the same work:... kdK@oE dè od THV xópav AMAGC 
kai TOV xÀovoiov toUc Biovg ka0óAovu Suipracev, GAG kai 
toùg ió(ouc pyovtac adtod mowndrat@v kaOskdotnv kai 
OX(Bov, dote mavtac év dunyavia didyew kai tporov tvà 
éruntodviag pevéacda1 dar’ adtod®. 

Unfortunately no testimony survives regarding the Byzanti- 
ne aristocracy in Cyprus during the most part of the eleventh 
century. Furthemore, it is noteworthy that no source mentions 
the participation of any nobleman in the two revolts occurred in 
Cyprus in the eleventh century, namely the revolt of Theophilos 
Erotikos between April and July 1042? and the revolt of Rapso- 
mates in around the years 1091-1092". 





° Neogútov npeofviépov, uovayo xai éykAeiorov nepi vv Katà xopov Kú- 
7tpov akaiàv, ed. A. Karpozelos, Ayiov Neopvtov tod EykAeíarov ErmoToAéc, in 
Ayiov Neogvtov roO EykAeiorov Zvyypduuata, V, Paphos 2005, pp. 389-470, 
especially pp. 399-411, at p. 406, 31-44. 

7 For this person see St. G. Georgiou, O &AAnloypagos ro? &yíov Neopútov 
ToU EykAelarov dvwvupoc oepaoróc Kai oi Oecpíec yiù tiv érepórqra và v Kumpi- 
wv, Butavtiaxà 24, 2004, pp. 187-196. 

8 Neophytos the Recluse, [epi Tv kata yopav Kimpov oxaidv, p. 407, 72- 
76. 

? For the revolt of Theophilos Erotikos see St. G. Georgiou, Tò xivua Tob 
OeogíAov Epwtixod (1042) xod 10 "ÉOvoc ràv Kunpiwv”, BuCavttva. 29, 2009 (= 
Agiépwua ott] pvijun tod Anuntpiov T. Tokun), pp. 151-162. 

10 For the revolt of Rapsomates see St. G. Georgiou, Tò déiwpa Tod otaot- 
«oti Payouuktn oti]v Kónpo (nepinov 1091-1092), Butavtwoc Aópoc 19-21, 
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The first testimony of a Cypriot aristocrat from the eleventh 
century is derived from a note in the codex Carpentras 11, f. 
2771. This is a codex of the tenth century which is contained in 
a gospel. According to the note, dated to October 1091, the ma- 
gistros Epiphanios Paschales donated the gospel to the monastery 
of the Virgin Alypou, which he founded in Geri, near Nicosia''. 

Shortly afterwards another local aristocrat named Nikephoros 
Ischyrios, who also possessed the title of magistros, founded the 
monastery of the Virgin Mary of Asinou in the years 1105/1106". 
He and his wife Gephyra — his daughter according to another 
account — are shown in the dedicatory panel in the central blind 
arch above the entrance, painted in the fourteenth century and 
probably copying the lost original of the late eleventh century. 
Nikephoros Ischyrios offers the church to the Virgin Mary, who 
is leading him to Christ, pictured as enthroned and surrounded 
by angels. Behind Nikephoros Ischyrios Gephyra is depicted on 
a smaller scale. Both are painted with brilliant clothes?. Nike- 
phoros Ischyrios is mentioned with the title of magistros in three 
inscriptions: the verse inscription in the centre of the dedicatory 
panel'^, the prose inscription on the western blind arch of the 





2011-2013 (= Tiumrikóc topos dpiepwpévog otr]v Ouóriun Ka0yitpia Baoiiců 
Nepavtin-Bapudin), pp. 551-559. 

" J. Darrouzés, Notes pour servir à l'histoire de Chypre (deuxième article), Kv- 
Tplakal 2rovdat 20, 1956, pp. 31-63 (= repr. in Id., Littérature et histoire des textes 
byzantins, Variorum Reprints, London 1972, no. XV), especially p. 44, no. 22. See 
also K. Hatziioannou, Ta év diaortopà B' tic Óekoeríac 1969-1979 (EKddéceic 
Mopoorikfis ‘Yanpectas ‘Yrovpyetov Matdetac, 6), Nicosia 1979 (repr. 2000), 
pp. 70-79, especially p. 74. 

? For Nikephoros Ischyrios see St. G. Georgiou, [epi ro kríropoc rijc uovijc 
tç Iavayíac Tic Aolvov Nikypopov Toxupiov, "Enetnpíóo. Kévtpov MeAevóv 
"Iepüc Moviic Kókkov 7, 2006, pp. 191-197, with reference to sources and bi- 
bliography. From the most recent bibliography see also G. Grivaud, Fortunes and 
Misfortunes of a Small Byzantine Foundation, transl. by Ch. Dibble, in Asinou Across 
Time. Studies in the Architecture and Murals of the Panagia Phorbiotissa, Cyprus 
(Dumbarton Oaks Studies, XLIII), ed. by A. Weyl Carr-A. Nicolaidés, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 2012, pp. 13-36 (ch. I), especially pp. 18-20, 22. 

13 See A. Weyl Carr, The Murals of the Bema and the Naos: The Paintings of the Late 
Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries, in Asinou Across Time ..., ed. by A. Weyl Carr- 
A. Nicolaidés, pp. 211-310 (ch. VI), especially pp. 291-298 and fig. 6, 50 — 6, 51. 

14 N. Patterson-Sevéenko, The Metrical Inscriptions in the Murals of the Panagia 
Phorbiotissa, in Asinou Across Time ..., ed. by A. Weyl Carr-A. Nicolaides, pp. 
69-90 (ch. III), especially p. 79, 1-6. See also A. Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme 
auf Fresken und Mosaiken (Osterreichische Akademie der Wissenschaften, Philoso- 
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south wall of the nave below the wall painting of Saints Constan- 
tine and Helen!, and a metrical inscription around the base of 
the conch in the apse’®. 

The foundation of the monasteries of Panagia Alypou and 
Panagia of Asinou, sponsored by the two founders Epiphanios 
Paschales and Nikephoros Ischyrios respectively, as well as the 
brilliant depiction in the case of Nikephoros Ischyrios, prove 
their noble descent. The foundation, sponsorship and patronage 
of monasteries by the aristocracy is a very frequent phenomenon 
in Byzantium". However, it is sure that Epiphanios Paschales and 
Nikephoros Ischyrios were not members of the higher Byzantine 
aristocracy, as proved by the honorary title of magistros they held. 

According to our knowledge of the court hierarchy of the 
Comnenian era, the once brilliant title of magistros had already 
lost its value in the late eleventh century and the beginning of 
the twelfth century. On account of this, it was now bestowed on 
lower state officials or members of the provincial aristocracy'*. 
Such cases are known from Athonite and Patmian documents 
from the period of Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118)! while af- 





phisch - Historische Klasse, Denkschriften, 374 / Veròffentlichungen zur Byzanz- 
forschung, XV / Byzantinische Epigramme in Inschriftlicher Überlieferung, 1), 
Wien 2009, no. 236, p. 349, 1-6. 

15 A. Papageorgiou, BuCavtvi] émypagixy otnv Kúnpo, in Küzipoc, 10 modit- 
otiK6 TNG Mpdowno dià uécov TOV aiwvwyv. TIpaKtiKd Xvunocíov, Asvkooia 19- 
21 AnptAtov 2001, ed. by I. Theocharides, Nicosia 2003, pp. 97-119, especially 
p. 107. 

16. N, Patterson-Sevéenko, The Metrical Inscriptions ..., p. 77, 1-6. 

17 For the patronage in Byzantium during the eleventh and twelfth centuries 
see M. Mullett, Aristocracy and Patronage in the Literary Circles of Comnenian Con- 
stantinople, in The Byzantine Aristocracy..., ed. by M. Angold, pp. 173-201 (ch. 
10) (= repr. in M. Mullett, Letters, Literacy and Literature in Byzantium, Variorum 
Reprints, Aldershot, Hampshire - Burlington, Vermont 2007, no. VIII); R. Mor- 
ris, Monks and Laymen in Byzantium, 843-1118, Cambridge 1995 (repr. 2002), 
pp. 120-142. 

!8 For the court hierarchy in the second half of the eleventh century see J.-Cl. 
Cheynet, Dévaluation des dignités et dévaluation monétaire dans la seconde moitié du 
Xle siècle, Byzantion 53, 1983, pp. 453-477 (= repr. in Id., The Byzantine Aristocracy 
and its Military Function, Variorum Reprints, Aldershot, Hampshire - Burlington, 
Vermont 2006, no. VI); St. G. Georgiou, Oi riumrikoi TITÀ 01 éni Kouvqvóv (1081- 
1185). ZuuoAi avi] peréty vv Ótonapricóv ouv tod Bvlavtivod kpárovc, 
Ph.D. Thesis, Thessalonica 2005, pp. 15 ff. 

?? See e.g. the dekreton (déxpetov) of February 1112 regarding a private affair 
in the area of Thessalonica in which many holders of honorific titles participated, 
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ter this period we know of only few cases in Greek and Italian 
sources? One such case, which particularly interests us here be- 
cause of its similarities to the case of Nikephoros Ischyrios, is 
that of magistros Nicholas Kasnitzes, the founder of the church of 
Saint Nicholas Kasnitzes in Kastoria in the late twelfth century?!. 

Another case of a monastery's foundation by a local archon in 
Cyprus is that of Leo Authentes, the founder of the monastery of 
Panagia of Arakas, outside the village of Lagoudera, in December 
1192”. Unfortunately we have no other details about this person. 
Asin the case of Nikephoros Ischyrios?, his name suggests that he 
was a member of the local aristocracy”. 

The local Byzantine aristocracy in Cyprus was responsible 
for the foundation and the sponsorship of significant churches 
and monasteries, for the copying and illustration of manuscripts 
and in general for the development of art and literature on the 
island?. On the other hand, it must be borne in mind that, as in 
other Byzantine provinces, while the aristocratic class prospered, 





including eight magistroi. See N. Oikonomidès, Actes de Docheiariou. Édition diplo- 
matique. Texte (Archives de l'Athos, XIII), Paris 1984, no. 3, pp. 67, 1-73, 79, es- 
pecially p. 68, 14-15. For additional testimonies see St. G. Georgiou, Oi TIUNTIKOÌ 
tiTÀo! ..., pp. 188-205, 274. 

20 See St. G. Georgiou, Oi riumrikol TírÀor ..., pp. 181 et n. 677, 186. 

2! See E. Drakopoulou, H 764 rfj; Kao ropiá ti Bulavtivy Kai petaBvtaviwvi] 
énoyy (1206 - 1606 ai.). Totopia - Téyvn - 'Entypaqéc (Tevpóów. Bvltaviwfic 
Apyatodoytac Kai Téyvns, 5), Athens 1997, pp. 31-32, 41-44 (nos. 1-3), 54-55; 
M. Panayotidi, H mpoowmxotyta úo dpyovtwv Tic Kaoropiüc Kai ó yapaKTHpac 
THC tóc otò debtepo uic TOD 120v aiwva, in A@pov. Tiuntixòg tép0¢ otóv 
Ka0nyntà Níko Nikovdvo, ed. by G. Karadedos, Thessalonica 2006, pp. 157-167, 
especially pp. 157-159, 162; A. Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme ..., pp. 175-179 
(no. 94), with bibliography. ] 

? See A. Nicolaidès, Léglise de la Panagia Arakiotissa à Lagoudéra, Chypre: Etude 
iconographique des fresques de 1192, Dumbarton Oaks Papers 50, 1996, pp. 1-137, 
especially pp. 4-9; A. Rhoby, Byzantinische Epigramme ..., pp. 322-325 (no. 224). 

?5 "Ioyópioc from iayupdc = strong, powerful. See G.W.H. Lampe, A Pa- 
tristic Greek Lexicon, Oxford 1961, p. 679, s.v. ioxvpóc; E. Kriaras, Aeéikò tic 
Meoawvixic EMnvixije Anuwdove Ipaupateiac, 1100-1669, I-XVIIL Thessa- 
lonica 1968-2012, VII, pp. 181-182, s.v. sayupdc. 

2 Aùĝévtyç = lord, master. See E.A. Sophocles, Greek Lexicon of the Roman 
and Byzantine Periods (From B.C. 146 to A.D. 1100), Cambridge, Massachusetts - 
Leipzig 1914 (repr. Hildesheim - Zürich - New York 1992), p. 276, s.v. abOévtyc, 
ov, 6; E. Kriaras, Ae£ikó ..., III, pp. 334-336, s.v. av0évtne, 6. 

?5 See C. Galatariotou, The Making of a Saint. The Life, Times and Sanctification 
of Neophytos the Recluse, Cambridge 1991 (repr. 2004), pp. 57-60. 
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the people, especially the peasants, were oppressed by heavy taxes 
and the pressure of the aristocrats?*. 

It must also be assumed that the aristocracy had suffered from 
the heavy consequences of the raids that Cyprus faced shortly 
after the middle of the twelfth century: the raid of the Prince 
of Antioch Renaud de Chatillon (1153-1160) and the King of 
Lesser Armenia Thoros II (1145-1169) in 1156”, the raid of the 
Egyptians in 115875 and the raid of the Count of Tripoli Ray- 
mond III (1152-1187) in 1161”. The first raid in particular was a 
tremendous shock to the prosperity of the island after nearly two 
hundred years, ever since it was freed from the Arab raids in 965. 

In the second half of the twelfth century Saint Neophytos the 
Recluse makes interesting references to aristocrats — the magna- 
tes (ueyiotàvec), the rich (gÀov0101), the nobles (evyeveic), as 
he calls them?? — and he does not hesitate to denounce them for 
their cruelty and greed?'. 





26 See St. G. Georgiou, Mepixéc mapatypyoeic ..., pp. 55-59; Id., H Kú- 
7ipoc..., pp. 136, 140-141. For the rural life in Byzantine Cyprus see also M. 
Rautman, The Villages of Byzantine Cyprus, in Les Villages dans l'Empire byzantin 
(IVe-XVe siècle) (Réalités byzantines, 11), ed. by J. Lefort - C. Morrisson - J.-P. 
Sodini, Paris 2005, pp. 453-463. 

27 See Aik. Asdracha, H Kimpoc úrò rob Kouvyvovc (B'), in Toropía tic 
Kúnpov, III: Bulavtivy Kbnpos, ed. by Th. Papadopoullos, Nicosia 2005, pp. 349- 
412 (ch. IX), especially pp. 356-360; P. Aubé, Un croisé contre Saladin. Renaud de 
Chatillon, Paris 2007, pp. 71-73; St. G. Georgiou, Mepikèc mapatnypnoetc ..., pp. 
60-61. 

2 See Aik. Asdracha, H Kvnpog ..., p. 364; St. G. Georgiou, Mepikéc 
Tapatnpyoes ..., pp. 60-61. 

? See Aik. Asdracha, H Kimpoc ..., pp. 369-370, 371-372; St. G. Georgiou, 
Mepikéc rapati]p10€16 ..., pp. 60-61; Id., H émdpouy ràv Aiyuntiwv otijv Kónpo 
TÒ 1158 kal 6 &yvwotog dobKac Kümpov, 'Enetnpic “Etaipsiac BuCovtwav 
LXnovdav 54, 2010-2013, pp. 291-298. 

? See e.g. Neophytos the Recluse, BífAoc ràv Katynynoewv, ed. B.K. Katsaros, 
Ayiov Neogvtov tot EykAeiorov BíBAoc rv Katyyoewv, in Ayíov Neopvtov 
tod EykAeiorov Zvyyp&uuara, IL, Paphos 1998, pp. 71-431, especially pp. 289, 
21-23, 417, 1-10, 421, 127-130. 

?' Neopttov uovayo kai éyxAeiotov déka Aóyor mepi Tob Xpiotod évtolav, 
ed. LE. Stephanis, Apiov Neogvtov tot 'EykAeiotov Aéka Adyor mepi Tob Xpiotod 
évtol@v, in Ayiov Neopvtov tot EykAeiorou Zvyypdupara, I, Paphos 1996, pp. 
1-212, especially pp. 83, 14 — 84, 21, 138, 10 — 141, 2; Neogírov npeofvrépov 
povayod Kai éyxAeiotov Aóyoc Kata rÀároc, rfroi Sid HOKAV Kai ypapiKOV yap- 
rupi v eic ufjkoc émekreivóuevoc npóc TOV idLov adEAQOV Kai uovayxòv To&vvrv, 
ed. P. Sotiroudis, Ayiov Neogírov ro) EykAeiotov IIevrkovrakéqaAov, ibid., 
pp. 215-374, especially p. 365, 3-14. 
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We have mentioned above the very important testimony of 
Saint Neophytos regarding the position of the aristocracy after 
the seizure of power in Cyprus by Isaac Doukas Komnenos. This 
fact has dramatic consequences for the history of Cyprus from 
now on. In May 1191 King Richard I of England (1189-1199) 
captured the island, putting an end to the seven-year tyranny 
of Isaac. Then the island was sold, firstly to the Order of the 
Knights Templar and later to Guy de Lusignan (1192-1194) 
inaugurating the long period of the Frankish kingdom of Cyprus 
(1192-1489). 

Western sources provide interesting testimonies regarding the 
Byzantine aristocracy in Cyprus during the period of the occupa- 
tion of the island by King Richard I of England as well as under 
the new Lusignan regime. 

The Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi, the Latin 
prose narrative of the Third Crusade written by Richard de Tem- 
plo in the early 12205, refers to the magnates of the province, 
when referring to the arrest and the imprisonment of the English 
who suffered shipwreck in April 1191 in Limassol, before the 
arrival of King Richard”. 

After the arrival of King Richard in Cyprus on 6 May 1191 
and the events that followed, it became apparent that the Greek 
aristocrats had no intention of defending Isaac Doukas Komne- 
nos, who according to Saint Neophytos the Recluse was abando- 
ned without any people supporting him (£pnpoc Aaod)**. 





9 See PW. Edbury, The Kingdom of Cyprus and the Crusades, 1191-1374, 
Cambridge 1991, pp. 1-12; N. Coureas, To What Extent was the Crusaders 
Capture of Cyprus Impelled by Strategic Considerations, Enetmpic tod Kévtpov 
"Eriotnpovikóv "Epevvav 19, 1992, pp. 197-202; Id., The Conquest of Cyprus 
during the Third Crusade according to Greek Chronicles from Cyprus, The Medieval 
Chronicle 8, 2013, pp. 193-203; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, The Conquest of Cyprus 
by Richard the Lionheart and its Aftermath: A Study of Sources and Legend, Politics 
and Attitudes in the Year 1191-1192, Exetmpt6a tod Kévtpov 'Eziotnpovtkóv 
"Epgvvóv 26, 2000, pp. 25-123. 

9 Richard de Templo, Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi, ed. W. 
Stubbs, Chronicles and Memorials of the Reign of Richard I, Y: Itinerarium peregri- 
norum et gesta regis Ricardi; auctore ut videtur Ricardo, canonico Sanctae Trinitatis 
Londoniensis (Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores or Chronicles and Me- 
morials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, Rolls Series, 38), 
London 1864, lib. IL, ch. XXX, p. 185, 18-20. 

34 Neophytos the Recluse, ITepi àv kata ywpav Kbrpov oxaiwv, p. 407, 77-80. 
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In more detail Roger of Howeden, the twelfth-century En- 
glish chronicler, in his Gesta regis Henrici secundi writes about 
how many local aristocrats — calling them in a Western termino- 
logy: multi comites et barones — went to King Richard on 8 May 
1191, after his victory in Limassol the day before, took an oath of 
allegiance to him against Isaac Doukas Komnenos and delivered 
hostages?. The same chronicler confirms this fact in his Chronica. 

In the course of events, around 19 May 1191, King Richard, 
having defeated Isaac Doukas Komnenos marched to Nicosia 
with great booty of nobles (cum praeda magna nobilium homi- 
num), as evidenced by Richard de Templo?. Both the Norman 
poet and chronicler Ambroise??, who was contemporary with the 
events and provides a very reliable description, and Richard de 
Templo? testify that when Richard entered Nicosia the following 
day the residents greeted him as their master, having shaved their 
beards as a symbol of the change of the regime. According to 
Ambroise the English king took as hostages the braver and wiser 
persons (Des plus vaillanz e des plus sages), who voluntarily left 
Isaac‘. Richard de Templo refers to nobiliores Graecorum, who 
had thrown off the yoke of Isaac willingly*'. 

Western sources also speak of an important deal between 
the King Richard on one side and the Greek nobles and all of 
the island's people on the other side before his departure for the 





® Gesta regis Henrici secundi Benedicti abbatis, ed. W. Stubbs, The Chronicle of 
the Reigns of Henry II and Richard I., A.D. 1169-1192; Known Commonly under 
the Name of Benedict of Peterborough (Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores 
or Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, 
Rolls Series, 49), I-II, London 1867, II, pp. 164, 33 — 165, 2. 

°° Chronica magistri Rogeri de Hoveden, ed. W. Stubbs, Chronica magistri Ro- 
geri de Hovedene (Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores or Chronicles and 
Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, Rolls Series, 51), 
I-IV, London - Oxford - Cambridge - Dublin 1868-1871, III, p. 110, 8-10. 

#7 Richard de Templo, Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi, lib. IL, ch. 
XXXVIII, p. 201, 8-10. 

38 Ambroise, Estoire de la Guerre Sainte, ed. M. Ailes - M. Barber, The History 
of the Holy War. Ambroises Estoire de la Guerre Sainte, I-II, Woodbridge, Suffolk 
2003, I, p. 31, 1940-1945. 

? Richard de Templo, Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi, lib. IL, ch. 
XXXVIII, p. 201, 10-14. 

^ Ambroise, Estoire de la Guerre Sainte, I, p. 32, 1956-1959. 

^ Richard de Templo, Itinerarium peregrinorum et gesta regis Ricardi, lib. II, ch. 
XXXVIII, p. 201, 19-22. 
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Holy Land on 5 June 1191. According to Roger of Howeden 
the nobles were obliged to give half of their property to King Ri- 
chard in exchange for the return to the laws they had in the time 
of Emperor Manuel I Komnenos (1143-1180). This informa- 
tion is also imparted by Peter of Langtoft, the English chronicler 
of the thirteenth and the early fourteenth centuries*. 

It is not clear what the intentions of King Richard were and 
the kind of the status he wanted to establish in Cyprus after the 
conquest, but it is a fact that Greek aristocrats accepted the new 
regime hoping for better conditions than the period of tyranny 
of Isaac Doukas Komnenos. In fact they became vassals of the 
English king with a peculiar status“. However, shortly after the 
departure of Richard for Acre and the assignation of the govern- 
ment of the island to Richard de Camville and Robert of Thorn- 
ham, a revolt by the Cypriots occurred‘. After the suppression 





? Roger of Howden, Chronica, III, pp. 111, 35 — 112, 2; Id., Gesta regis Hen- 
rici secundi, II, p. 168, 11-16. 

9 The Chronicle of Pierre de Langtoft, ed. Th. Wright, The Chronicle of Pierre 
de Langtoft, in French Verse, from the Earliest Period to the Death of King Edward 
I. (Rerum Britannicarum Medii Aevi Scriptores or Chronicles and Memorials of 
Great Britain and Ireland during the Middle Ages, Rolls Series, 47), I-II, London 
1866-1868, II, p. 70, 9-14. 

^ For this matter see PW. Edbury, The Kingdom of Cyprus ..., pp. 8-9; G. 
Grivaud, Les Lusignan et leurs archontes chypriotes (1192-1359), in Actes du Col- 
loque “Les Lusignans et l'Outre Mer”, Poitiers-Lusignan 20-24 octobre 1993, Poi- 
tiers 1993, pp. 150-158, especially p. 150; J. Richard, Les révoltes chypriotes de 
1191-1192 et les inféodations de Guy de Lusignan, in Montjoie. Studies in Crusade 
History in Honour of Hans Eberhard Mayer, ed. by B.Z. Kedar-J. Riley-Smith-R. 
Hiestand, Aldershot, Hampshire - Brookfield, Vermont 1997, pp. 123-128 (= repr. 
in J. Richard, Francs et Orientaux dans le monde des croisades, Variorum Reprints, 
Aldershot, Hampshire - Burlington, Vermont 2003, no. XVI), especially pp. 125- 
126; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, The Conquest ..., p. 59; Ead., Greeks, in Cyprus. So- 
ciety and Culture 1191-1374 (The Medieval Mediterranean. Peoples, Economies 
and Cultures, 400-1500, 58), ed. by A. Nicolaou-Konnari-Chr. Schabel, Leiden 
- Boston 2005, pp. 13-62, especially p. 27. I believe that the incident concerning 
Statinos, attested by three English chronicles of the thirteenth-fourteenth centuries 
(Chronicle of Peter of Langtoft, Chronicle of the Abbey of Meaux and The Romance of 
Richard the Lionheart), is not credible. According to these sources Statinos was an 
officer of Isaac Doukas Komnenos, who escaped to King Richard, offered him his 
services and later was appointed by him as governor of Cyprus (sic). For a detailed 
analysis see A. Nicolaou-Konnari, The Conquest ..., pp. 55-57. 

^ See Roger of Howden, Chronica, II, p. 116, 14-24; Id., Gesta regis Henrici 
secundi, Il, pp. 172, 26 — 173, 2; Peter of Langtoft, Chronicle, pp. 74, 12 — 78, 
23; Chronicle of the Abbey of Meaux, ed. E.A. Bond, Chronica monasterii de Melsa, 
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of the rebellion King Richard sold the island firstly to the Order 
of the Knights Templar and later to Guy de Lusignan, as men- 
tioned earlier. 

It seems that the establishment of the Frankish kingdom did 
not signal the end of the Byzantine aristocracy, although it de- 
finitively ceased to exist as a separate class. Leo Authentes fur- 
nishes an example of a Greek aristocrat from the early Frankish 
period in Cyprus. The anonymous compiler of the Lyon Eracles 
provides the significant testimony that Guy de Lusignan gave 
rich fiefs (riches fiez) to Greek (Griffons) and the knights who 
came with him. However, we may assume that under the Lusi- 
gnans the presence and the rights of Greek aristocrats were dra- 
stically reduced”. 

The survival of a part of Byzantine aristocracy in the early 
decades of the Frankish regime is confirmed by other sources. 
Interestingly, the medieval historian, poet and diplomat Philip 
of Novara (ca. 1200 - ca. 1270) refers to fiefs (frez) belonging to 
churches, abbeys and the archontes (arcondes)5. We know that 
certain Greeks were probably included in the remaining ari- 





a fundatione usque ad annum 1396, auctore Thoma de Burton, abbate. Accedit con- 
tinuatio ad annum 1406 a monacho quodam ipsius domus (Rerum Britannicarum 
Medii Aevi Scriptores or Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland 
during the Middle Ages, Rolls Series, 43), I-III, London 1866-1868, I, ch. XVIII, 
p. 260, 18-28. 

4° Lyon Eracles, ed. M.R. Morgan, La continuation de Guillaume de Tyr (1184- 
1197) (Documents relatifs à l'histoire des Croisades publiés par l'Académie des Ins- 
criptions et Belles-Lettres, XIV), Paris 1982, $ 136, p. 139, 8-12. See A. Nicolaou- 
Konnari, Greeks ..., pp. 43-44. For the term Griffon see Chr. A. Maltezou,"EAAqvec 
kai Aativot: 4 eikóva Tod &AAov OTOV zip ro aiwva ppaykiijs xupiapyíag OTHV 
Kúnpo, in Cyprus and the Crusades. Papers given at the International Conference 
‘Cyprus and the Crusades’, Nicosia, 6-9 September, 1994, ed. by N. Coureas-]. 
Riley-Smith, Nicosia 1995, pp. 47-57, especially pp. 48-49; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, 
Strategies of Distinction: The Construction of the Ethnic Name Griffon and the Western 
Perception of the Greeks (Twelfth - Fourteenth Centuries), Bizantinistica. Rivista di 
Studi Bizantini e Slavi, 2nd ser., 4, 2002, pp. 181-196. 

47 For the attitude of Guy de Lusignan towards the Greeks see G. Grivaud, Les 
Lusignan ..., p. 153; J. Richard, Les révoltes chypriotes ..., pp. 126-127, 127-128; 
A. Nicolaou-Konnari, Greeks ..., pp. 27-28. 

^ Philip of Novara, Le livre de Forme de Plait, ed. PW. Edbury, Philip of No- 
vara, Le Livre de Forme de Plait (Cyprus Research Centre, Texts and Studies in 
the History of Cyprus, LXI), Nicosia 2009, App. 1.5, p. 188, 4-8. The text writes 
artondes. See also ibid., n. b: Correct to arcondes, i.e. ‘archontes’. See G. Grivaud, 
Les Lusignan ..., p. 155; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, Greeks ..., p. 28. 
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stocracy. The first case is that of turcopole Minas, whose estate 
(casale) of Livadi was granted by King Amaury I de Lusignan 
(1194-1205) to the Latin archbishop of Tyre Joscius (ca. 1186 - 
ca. 1198) in 11972. The second case is that of Lambite Sabastos, 
possibly a person named Olymbites who possessed the Byzantine 
title of sebastos, whose property in Limassol and that of his sister 
was donated by King Hugh I Lusignan (1205-1218) to the Ho- 
spitallers in September 1210°°. 





^ N. Coureas-Chr. Schabel, The Cartulary of the Cathedral of Holy Wisdom 
of Nicosia (Cyprus Research Centre, Texts and Studies in the History of Cyprus, 
XXV), Nicosia 1997, no. 46, p. 143, 1-26, especially p. 143, 2-7. For the £urcopole 
Minas see J. Richard, Les turcoples au service des royaumes de Jérusalem et de Chypre: 
musulmans convertis ou chrétiens orientaux?, Revue des Etudes Islamiques 56, 1986 
(= Mélanges Dominique Sourdel), pp. 259-270 (= repr. in Id., Croisades et Etats latins 
d Orient. Points de vue et documents, Variorum Reprints, Aldershot, Hampshire - 
Brookfield, Vermont 1992, no. X), especially p. 265; Y. Harari, The Military Role of 
the Frankish Turcopoles: A Reassessment, Mediterranean Historical Review 12, 1997, 
pp. 75-116, especially p. 85 n. 68; T. Papacostas, Secular Landholdings and Venetians 
in 12th-Century Cyprus, Byzantinische Zeitschrift 92, 1999, pp. 479-501, especially 
p. 481 n. 12; Id., The Crusader States and Cyprus in a Thirteenth-century Byzantine 
Prosopography, in Identities and Allegiances in the Eastern Mediterranean after 1204, 
ed. by J. Herrin-G. Saint-Guillain, Farnham, Surrey - Burlington, Vermont 2011, 
pp. 215-241, especially p. 228; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, Greeks ..., pp. 28, 44. For the 
document see also R. Róhricht, Regesta regni Hierosolymitani (MXCVII-MCCXCI), 
Oeniponti 1893, p. 196, no. 737. According to Th. Papadopoullos, Aou] ad Aer- 
Toupyia tod peovdapyixod molitebuatoc, in Totopia tijs Kúnpov, IV: Meoaw- 
vixòv BacíAeiov - Evetoxpatia, part I, ed. by Th. Papadopoullos, Nicosia 1995, 
pp. 759-784 (ch. XIV), especially p. 765, turcopoles were an intermediate class 
of soldier-horsemen, who formed a body interposed between the nobles and the 
enslaved population. They were recruited from among foreigners but had also be- 
come accessible to Greek recruits. For the twrcopoles in Cyprus under the Lusignans 
see also Colbert-Fontainebleau Eracles, ed. A. Beugnot-A. Langlois, Continuatur 
Historia rerum in partibus transmarinis gestarum, ab anno domini MCLXXXIII usque 
ab annum MCCLXXVII, edita a venerabili Willermo, Tyrensi archiepiscopo, in Recueil 
des historiens des Croisades, publié par les soins de l'Académie des inscriptions et belles- 
lettres, Historiens Occidentaux, II, Paris 1859, pp. 1-481, lib. XXVI, ch. XII, pp. 191, 
7 — 192, 3, who retains the information that Guy de Lusignan in 1192 gave fiefs 
worth 300 white byzants a year to turcopoles who had two horses and a hauberjon 
(or hauberk or haubergeon), i.e. a shirt reaching at least to mid-thigh and including 
sleeves. From the relevant bibliography see G. Hill, A History of Cyprus, I-IV, Cam- 
bridge 1940-1952 (repr. 1972), IL pp. 39-40, 54; E. Chapin Furber, The Kingdom 
of Cyprus, 1191-1291, in A History of the Crusades, ed. by K.M. Setton, II: The Later 
Crusades, 1189-1311, ed. by R.L. Wolff-H.W. Hazard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
1962 (repr. Madison, Wisconsin - London 1969), pp. 599-629 (ch. XVII), espe- 
cially p. 603; Y. Harari, The Military Role ..., pp. 85 n. 68, 87. 

5 J, Delaville Le Roulx, Cartulaire général de l'Ordre des Hospitaliers de S. Jean 
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Saint Neophytos the Recluse makes interesting references to 
Greek aristocrats in his Typikon (Tumixy QxOrkm), which is re- 
gistered on 9 May 1214. Although writing more than twenty 
years after the conquest of Cyprus by the Latins, he addresses 
himself in Chapter 8 of this work to the Byzantine Emperor 
Theodore I Laskaris (1204-1222), under the title Yróuvyoç 
7tpóc Tov BaciAMéa, and he states: Kayo, déorota atokpátop, 
ab tofaótobvtov TOS@v Tv Tapodoav ypnoduevos ovAAaiv 
mpòg THV oùv Zpapov GpiotoKpatiav*!. In the previous chap- 
ter 7 with the tide IIepi roð rfc Kónpov pnyòs kai énirpónov 
Ths mapovons EykAiotpac, he did not hesitate to appoint a cer- 
tain aristocrat as administrator (érírporroc) of the Enkleistra, to 
whom he entrusted the task of safeguarding the monastery from 
all injustice. In addition, he asked him to offer assistance with 
regard to any request the monks might submit in future, even 
before the Emperor”. In the 7ypikon he also refers to prayers for 
the Emperors, the archontes and archpriests in the vespers, in the 
matins and in the holy liturgy”. 

What was, however, the aristocracy, that Saint Neophytos 
mentioned twenty years after the Frankish conquest? It is certain 
that he was referring to the Greek aristocrats who had survived 
under the tyranny of Isaac Doukas Komnenos and afterwards 
under the Frankish regime. 

A few decades later another testimony appears in the Autobio- 
graphy of Patriarch Gregory II of Cyprus (1283-1289). Speaking 





de Jérusalem, 1100-1310, I-IV, Paris 1894-1906, II, no. 1354, pp. 121, 1 — 122, 
34, especially p. 122, 15-17. I would like to thank Dr. Nicholas Coureas for gran- 
ting me access to this rare publication. For the sebastos Olympites see T.C. Papaco- 
stas, Byzantine Cyprus. The Testimony of its Churches, 650-1200, I-II, Oxford 1999, 
I, pp. 56-57; Id., Secular Landholdings ..., pp. 480-481; Id., The Crusader States 
and Cyprus ..., p. 228; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, Greeks ..., p. 28. For the document 
see also R. Róhricht, Regesta regni Hierosolymitani ..., pp. 225-226, no. 844. 

5! Neopvtov npeoputépov uovayo Kai éykAelorov tunik) aov Oed diary 
nepi tijs idiac'EyxAeiotpac, vijoov Konpov tic Hagnvav érapyiac, Tic Kal véac 
Liwv énovouaoOelonc, ijror ë evdoxiac Oso) oxonevtrpiov évOeov, ed. I.E. Ste- 
phanis, Ayíov Neogórov ro EykAeiorou Turuxi] AixOrki, in Ayiov Neogórov 
ToU EykAeiorov Zvyyphuuata, II, Paphos 1998, pp. 1-69, especially p. 35, 11-13. 

52 Neophytos the Recluse, Tumixry dia0yxy, pp. 34, 22 — 35, 8. I consider as a 
mistake the view that Saint Neophytos the Recluse appointed as administrator of 
Enkleistra the King of Cyprus Hugh I Lusignan. For this issue I prepare a study. 

55 Neophytos the Recluse, Turi diaOyxy, p. 40, 19-22. 
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about his origins, Gregory refers to his family that belonged to the 
old Byzantine aristocracy of the island (oi tAoótov TE TA TPOTA 
Koi tfi; matptdoc éyovtec). After the Frankish conquest his fa- 
mily had lost their property and fell into a middle category betwe- 
en the poor, common, and insignificant people on one hand and 
the prominent and very rich people on the other (uétpia kai 
EYOVTEG kai tIumuevor Koi doa UMT’ sic ztévntac adTtodc Kai 
TOVS TOAAOVS Kai G5dEouc Evéypage, ÁT’ sic TODS GSpovc Kai 
paOuzAobtouc, ovvétatte). However, it is clear that the young 
George, as it was his secular name, had the opportunity to study 
in a high school, an indication of elevated social status”. 

In conclusion, and on the basis of the few surviving testi- 
monies, one can maintain that a powerful local aristocracy li- 
ved and functioned in Cyprus during the eleventh and twelfth 
centuries, deriving its power and wealth from the ownership of 
land. Cyprus did not differ from other Byzantine provinces in 
this respect. This social class began to decline, losing its leading 
position in Cypriot society, during the tyranny of Isaac Doukas 
Komnenos. It declined even more under the Frankish regime, 
when the French feudal system was introduced to Cyprus. 





* Ipyyopiov ro) &yivrárov Kai UAKAPIWTÁTOV OİKOVHEVIKOŬ matpiapyou 
nepi ToU kað’ éavtòv Biov we dn’ Mov mpoownov, ed. W. Lameere, La tradition 
manuscrite de la correspondance de Grégoire de Chypre, patriarche de Constantinople 
(1283-1289) (Etudes de Philologie, d’Archéologie et d’Histoire Anciennes, pu- 
bliées par l'Institut Historique Belge de Rome, II), Bruxelles - Rome 1937, pp. 
173-191, especially p. 177, 5-13. For information about the presence of Greek 
nobles and landowners in Cyprus during the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries 
see G. Grivaud, Les Lusignan ..., pp. 150-156; N. Coureas, Economy, in Cyprus. 
Society and Culture ..., ed. by A. Nicolaou-Konnari-Chr. Schabel, pp. 103-156, 
especially pp. 118-119; A. Nicolaou-Konnari, Greeks ..., pp. 44-54. 
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